SERVANTS   OF   INDIA
far more of the same kind. But, though it is a great thing
tc\be able to relieve all this disease and pain, yet that
alone is not enough.
A medical mission is part of the machine, defective in
some parts but efficient in others, whose purpose is to bring
the Love of God to India. In Travancore there is a large
Indian Church—nearly one-third of the population of this
State are nominally Christians. There are many pastors
and others preaching the Gospel in one form or another.
For those who are interested there are plenty of oppor-
tunities of hearing some aspect of Christian faith. But,
as in all countries—and in most churches—practice is apt
to fall far behind. Christ came to start a life rather than
a religion, and the supreme characteristic of that life was
• love. Love, in all relationships, personal, social, national
—that is Christ's way.
Though there have been, and are, many saintly and
devoted souls in the Indian Church, yet it is quite possible
to talk about the way of Christ in the pulpit or on the
roadside without interpreting it very well in life and prac-
tice. Moreover, theoretical religion comes almost too easily
to the Indian, who is always so ready to discuss it,
I remember watching a devil-dance near a little Hindu
temple in a small village one night. Several of the lads
. of the village were sitting around me on the ground. After
I had been there twenty minutes or so, one of them said
to me in the most natural way: " Sir, will you not give
us a sermon ? "
" What about ? " I replied.
" Oh, about God and Christ. We want to hear about
them."
Only too ready to hear. But when it comes to life and
practice, it is a different story.
• The essential work of a medical mission such as ours is
therefore to give a practical interpretation of the Love of
God to the people of the country. For this purpose, we
have got to keep before us several Great Principles,
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